April Is Designated

“National Donate Life Month”
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ALBANY, N.Y., March 29, 2004 – The Center For Donation and Transplant (CDT) announces that, for the second year, the month of April has been designated “National Donate Life Month” by United States Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy Thompson.  Today, over 84,000 men, women and children are waiting for a life-saving transplant in the United States.   


  In 2003, a total of 25,448 organ transplants were performed.  However, the need is still far greater than the number of organs available for transplant, with a new name added to the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) waiting list every 14 minutes.  One donor can save up to 50 lives.  Donated organs can include heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas and intestine.  Donated tissues can include skin, eyes, bone, veins, cartilage, heart valves and tendons.  Donations such as these do not only save lives, they can give sight to the blind, prevent amputations, and help repair the skin of a burn victim.   

CDT coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and tissue at 47 hospitals throughout central and northeastern New York state and western Vermont. CDT ensures that the option of donation is offered to the family in an informative and compassionate manner, and provides long-term support and comfort to families and hospital personnel involved in the donation process. Being the primary source of information on organ and tissue donation in the region it serves, CDT is responsible for educating the medical profession and the community at large.

