Center for Donation and Transplant Honors 

Those Dedicated to Increasing Organ Donation
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ALBANY, N.Y., April 28, 2006 - The Center for Donation and Transplant (CDT) recognized several individuals for their support of organ and tissue donation at its tenth annual awards dinner on Wednesday, April 26, 2006 at the Holiday Inn in Saratoga Springs, New York.  The dinner is held each year to recognize health care professionals and individuals in the greater community that support CDT’s mission and work to increase organ and tissue donation.  

Donna Bullen, manager of the intensive care unit at St. Elizabeth Medical Center, was honored as CDT’s 2005-2006 “Nurse of the Year.”  Bullen has been a champion of donation at her hospital, working with administration to implement policies and procedures for organ donation, supporting families that are making end-of-life decisions due to the loss of a loved one, and educating staff about organ donation.  CDT Executive Director Jeff Orlowski said, “For many years, Donna has been a strong advocate for donation and a source of comfort and support to families that choose to give the gift of life through donation.  We at CDT are thrilled to recognize Donna as our ‘Nurse of the Year’ to show her our appreciation for her many years of dedication to our mission.”   

In addition, Christopher Calder, MD, a neurologist with Upstate Neurology Consultants, LLP and an attending physician at St. Peter’s Hospital, received the “Health Care Practitioner of the Year” award.  Sophia Socaris, MD, FCCM, of Albany Medical Center, was presented the “Executive Director’s Award” for her efforts with the “Organ Donation Breakthrough Collaborative,” an initiative in which hospitals and their organ procurement organizations partner together to implement policies and procedures designed to increase rates of organ donation.

-more-

Two individuals were recognized with community service awards for their assistance in raising awareness of the importance of organ and tissue donation.  Greg Satterlee, a CDT volunteer from Johnstown, New York and Marlene Gumaer, LPN, BS, a nurse and transplant coordinator at the Kingston Hospital Dialysis Center, were the recipients of this award. 
The Center for Donation & Transplant (CDT) is a non-profit organ procurement organization (OPO) dedicated to increasing organ and tissue donation.  CDT coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and tissue at 46 hospitals throughout northeastern New York state and western Vermont.

For more information, please call Lauren Quinn, public relations specialist for CDT at (518) 262-5606
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