DONNA SICKLER, BSN, NAMED CDT’S “NURSE OF THE YEAR”
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ONEIDA COUNTY, N.Y., April 8, 2004 - Donna Sickler, BSN, Nurse Manager of the Medical/Telemetry Unit at Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare, has been named the Center for Donation & Transplant’s (CDT) Nurse of the Year for 2003.  Sickler will receive her award at the Eighth Annual Nurse of the Year Award and Appreciation Dinner held on April 29, 2004 at 5:00 pm at the Century House in Latham, NY.
In addition to her responsibilities as a nurse manager, Sickler serves as the organ procurement liaison between Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare and CDT.  Her responsibilities include implementing and reviewing donation policy and procedures, handling donor family support, educating staff on donation and facilitating organ and tissue donation at the hospital.
Sickler was chosen for this award based upon her outstanding dedication to, and support of, CDT’s mission.  She has written several articles on donation for Utica’s newspapers, and worked with MVN Healthcare to implement the “Workplace Partnership for Life” an awareness program targeted to employees.  “Not only has she been a strong proponent of education and commitment to donation within Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare, Donna has been very active in the Utica community in raising awareness of this important cause.  She truly serves as a role model, setting an example on how nurses can be active partners in the donation process,” says Joey Nuqui, organ procurement coordinator at CDT.  
