“Fletcher Allen Health Care Achieves High Organ Donation Rate”
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Fletcher Allen Health Care achieved an outstanding 82% conversion rate in organ donation during the period of 4/1/03 through 3/31/04.  The conversion rate is the percentage of people who actually became organ donors out of all patients who were potential organ donors within the hospital.  At Fletcher Allen, 82% of families who were asked to donate their loved one’s organs said “yes,” giving the gift of life to others.  A total of 51 organs were recovered and transplanted from these donors.  This achievement is made more significant by the fact that the national conversion rate is 50%; half of all families asked to donate agree to that option.
“The staff at Fletcher Allen, including the division of transplantation, the doctors and nursing staff, and the organ procurement coordinators works extremely hard to promote the importance of donation, both within their hospital and to the greater community.  This dedication is clearly evident in their accomplishments.  An 82% conversion rate translates into dozens of lives that were saved by the generous and heroic decision to donate,” said Jeffery Orlowski, Executive Director of the Center for Donation & Transplant. 

There are currently over 86,000 people waiting for a life-saving organ transplant.  An average of 17 people die every day due to the lack of available organs for transplant.  The Center for Donation and Transplant coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and 
tissue at more than 47 hospitals, including Fletcher Allen Health Care.  CDT ensures that the option of donation is offered to the family in an informative and compassionate manner, and provides long-term support and comfort to families and hospital personnel involved in the donation process.
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