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Fletcher Allen Health Care to Receive Medal of Honor
for 100% Achievement in Organ Donation

ALBANY, N.Y. – Fletcher Allen Health Care and its federally designated organ procurement organization, the Center for Donation & Transplant (CDT), will receive a Medal of Honor for their success in achieving an outstanding 100% conversion rate in organ donation at a ceremony hosted by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on May 19, 2005, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The ceremony is part of the 1st Annual Organ Donation National Learning Congress, which honors hospitals across the nation that achieved an annual conversion rate of 75% or higher.  The conversion rate is the percentage of people who actually became organ donors out of all the potential organ donors in a hospital.

During the period of January 1, 2004, through December 31, 2004, 100% of families who were asked at Fletcher Allen Health Care to donate their loved one’s organs agreed.  Thanks to these families’ generosity, a total of 41 organs was recovered and transplanted from these donors, benefiting 35 recipients.  The average conversion rate nationally is 50 percent; half of all families in the U.S. give consent when asked to donate their loved one’s organs.
“I am delighted that Fletcher Allen Health Care is being recognized for its exemplary achievements in organ donation,” said CDT Executive Director Jeffrey P. Orlowski.  “35 lives were saved through transplantation because of the hard work and dedication of the hospital staff.”

Abrar Khan, M.D., Director of Transplantation and Immunology at Fletcher Allen Health Care said, “The selfless decision of the families that chose to give hope and life to others in the midst of their own grief over losing a loved one truly serves as an inspiration to everyone involved in the donation process.  I congratulate the staff at Fletcher Allen for their accomplishments, and encourage them to continue their efforts for those still waiting for the gift of life.”
There are currently over 88,000 people waiting for a life-saving organ transplant in the United States.  On average, 17 people die every day due to the lack of available organs for transplant.
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About the Center for Donation & Transplant

The Center for Donation and Transplant coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and tissue at more than 47 hospitals in New York and Vermont.  CDT ensures that the option of donation is offered to the family in an informative and compassionate manner, and provides long-term support and comfort to families and hospital personnel involved in the donation process.
About Fletcher Allen Health Care
Fletcher Allen Health Care, in alliance with the University of Vermont College of Medicine, is Vermont's only academic medical center and one of 125 in the country. Founded in 1995, through the merger of Fanny Allen Hospital, Medical Center Hospital of Vermont, and University Health Center, Fletcher Allen Health Care serves one million people in Vermont and northern New York. The organization provides care at more than 40 sites and 100 outreach clinics, programs, and services in the region.
For more information on Fletcher Allen’s transplant program, please call (802) 847-4774.
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