New York Passes Law to Make Donating Organs Easier
FOR RELEASE: Upon Receipt

ALBANY, N.Y., July 18, 2005 - A new state law makes it easier to donate organs or tissues upon one’s death by eliminating the requirement of two witness signatures on a donor card or the back of a driver’s license.  This revision to New York State’s anatomical gift act allows the donor’s signature alone to indicate consent to donate organs and tissues through a legal document of gift. With the passing of this law, New York’s anatomical gift act now conforms to revisions made to the model Uniform Anatomical Gift Act in 1987.

Jeffrey P. Orlowski, executive director of the Center for Donation & Transplant said, “I am pleased that the state of New York has simplified the process of donating one’s organs and tissues at death.  With almost 89,000 people waiting in the U.S. for a life-saving organ transplant, it is vital that New Yorkers make a decision regarding donation.”
The Center for Donation and Transplant coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and tissue at more than 47 hospitals throughout central and northeastern New York state and western Vermont.  CDT ensures that the option of donation is offered to the family in an informative and compassionate manner, and provides long-term support and comfort to families and hospital personnel involved in the donation process.


For more information, please call Lauren Quinn, Public Relations Specialist for the Center for Donation and Transplant, at (518) 262-9543. 
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