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Kingston Woman to Participate in 2010 Rose Parade 

in Memory of Daughter Who Was Organ Donor
ALBANY, NY., December 1, 2009–A Kingston resident has been selected by the Center for Donation and Transplant (CDT) to ride the “Donate Life Float” in this year’s Tournament of Roses Parade. Hazelee Moultrie made the decision to donate her 11 year-old daughter Lena’s organs after her death in January 25, 2009. Moultrie will join 24 other riders touched by donation from across the country to inspire people to save lives as organ, tissue, and blood donors by appearing on the Donate Life’s float, themed New Life Rises.  
Lena Laquaia-Leither Moultrie died at Albany Medical Center after suffering a brain aneurysm on January 21, 2009.  Knowing that her daughter was always willing to help others, Hazelee and her family made the decision to donate Lena’s organs.  “It was the best decision I ever made,” Moultrie recalled.  “Lena was a special person, always able to reach out to others.” Four people’s lives were saved by Lena’s act of donation.  Especially meaningful to Lena’s family is that her heart was donated to an 11 year-old girl suffering from a congenital heart defect.
The Donate Life float will feature Lena’s portrait as a floragraph, an artistic floral rendering.  Lena’s floragraph will join floral portraits from across the nation as they take center stage on the Donate Life float.  The float features a phoenix, the mythical symbol of life coming out of the ashes of death and rising from a bed of flames 30 feet into the sky. The Donate Life phoenix represents those who give life in their passing and the people whose lives are renewed through transplantation. The floragraphs will be integrated into the bird’s tail feathers.
- more -
Over the past five years, more than 100 donor family members, living donors, and transplant recipients have ridden on the float that has brought the need for organ and tissue donation to international prominence as part of America’s New Year Celebration®, The Tournament of Roses Parade®.
The 121st Rose Parade will take place Friday, Jan. 1, 2010, at 11 a.m. (EST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands. 
The Center for Donation and Transplant is a non-profit organ procurement organization that coordinates the retrieval of donated organs and tissues at more than 46 hospitals throughout western Vermont and northeastern New York State.  

Ms. Moultrie is available for interviews and photographs prior to her departure for Pasadena on December 29th.  B-roll footage of families and volunteers decorating this year’s Donate Life float is also available.  For more information about the Donate Life float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.  
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