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CDT Recognized by Federal Government for Organ Donation Efforts
ALBANY N.Y., November 4, 2010—The Albany-based Center for Donation & Transplant (CDT) was honored today by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as one of eight “high performing” organ donation organizations in the United States. 
“We are thrilled to receive this recognition,” stated Jeffrey Orlowski, chief executive officer of CDT. “It is a testament to the incredible generosity of the families who chose to donate life.  With an average of 17 people who die every day due to the shortage of donors, we must do everything we can to maximize the number of organs available for transplant. ”
At a special ceremony at the National Learning Congress, CDT received the HHS “Gold Level Award,” an award given to select organizations which have succeeded in increasing the amount of organs available for transplant by meeting or exceeding three critical goals set by HHS: 
· Increasing the percentage of eligible (potential) donors that become actual organ donors

· Increasing the average number of organs recovered per organ donor

· Increasing the percentage of organs recovered after cardiac death

Only 14 percent of organ donation organizations were recognized with the Gold Level Award which measured benchmarks over a period of 18 months, requiring a sustained level of excellent performance. During that timeframe a total of 183 organs were transplanted due to CDT’s efforts.
There are currently over 109,000 patients on the waiting list for a transplant. The Center for Donation and Transplant is one of 58 federally designated organ procurement organizations in the United States. The center coordinates the retrieval of donor organs and tissues at 43 hospitals throughout northeastern New York and western Vermont.
To become an organ donor, New Yorkers can enroll in the New York State Donate Life Registry by visiting www.donatelifecdt.com or by requesting a donor card by calling CDT at 1-800-256-7811.
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